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Today’s geopolitical landscape is defined by the sudden, aggressive expansion of the "Donroe 
Doctrine." Washington has pivoted from mere deterrence to active territorial and resource 
acquisition, leaving the traditional liberal order in tatters.  

By introducing legislation to annex Greenland, the U.S. has effectively dared NATO to resist, 
while simultaneously weaponizing global trade through a 25% tariff on any nation maintaining 
ties with Tehran.  

This isn’t just transactionalism; it is a fundamental reordering of sovereignty. As CENTCOM 
bolsters its Red Sea presence and the Pentagon integrates the Arctic into "homeland defense," 
middle powers are scrambling. In this high-stakes gambit, Washington is betting that raw 
power can bypass diplomacy, regardless of the fallout. 

 

Here are Top Ten stories from elite and specialized publications shaping the U.S.  

1. The Iran Crisis: Military Options 
Title: Trump Says Countries Doing Business with Iran Face 25% Tariff on US Trade  

Description: As protests in Iran reach a breaking point, the U.S. has threatened massive trade 
penalties for any nation maintaining economic ties with Tehran, significantly escalating global 
economic tensions.  

Link: The Guardian 

2. The NATO-Greenland Standoff 
Title: Greenland’s Security ‘Firmly’ Belongs in NATO, Says Prime Minister  

Description: Following White House hints at a potential "takeover," Danish and Greenlandic 
leaders issued a stern warning today that any U.S. military move on the island would effectively 
dissolve NATO.  

Link: The Guardian 

3. Post-Westphalian Geopolitics 
Title: US Decapitation Doctrine Signals End of Westphalian Order  

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/jan/13/tuesday-briefing-what-has-sparked-irans-latest-wave-of-protests-and-what-might-happen-next
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/us-foreign-policy


Description: Analysis of how the capture of Venezuela’s leader has established a new U.S. 
precedent: sovereignty is no longer absolute but dependent on compliance with Washington’s 
defined legal norms.  

Link: Asia Times 

4. Global Order and Raw Power 
Title: Trump's Exercise of Raw Power Upends World Order  

Description: Reuters reports on how a "wrecking ball" has been taken to international rules, 
with moves toward annexing Greenland and controlling Venezuelan oil reserves sending 
friends and foes reeling.  

Link: Reuters via Politiko 

5. Strategic Arctic Resources 
Title: The Donroe Doctrine: What Venezuela Means for China, Russia, and Iran  

Description: This CSIS briefing explores the new "Donroe Doctrine," linking the seizure of 
Venezuelan oil to the strategic necessity of Greenland's rare earth minerals for American 
energy independence. 

Link: CSIS 

6. Energy and Trade Retaliation 
Title: China Threatens to Retaliate Over Trump's 25% Tariff  

Description: Beijing warned today that the new U.S. tariff regime targeting Iran’s trade 
partners would trigger immediate countermeasures, threatening the fragile 2025 trade truce 
between the two superpowers.  

Link: The Guardian 

7. The Defense of Greenland 
Title: ‘We Do Not Want to Be Americans’: Greenlanders Fear US Threat to Annex  

Description: Local reporting from Nuuk highlights growing domestic resistance to 
Washington's statehood rhetoric, as citizens demand that their independence from Denmark 
remain a matter of self-determination.  

Link: Al Jazeera 

8. Indo-Pacific Alliance Shifts 

https://asiatimes.com/2026/01/us-decapitation-doctrine-signals-end-of-westphalian-order/
https://politiko.com.ph/2026/01/13/trumps-exercise-of-raw-power-upends-world-order-sending-friends-and-foes-reeling/politiko-global/
https://www.csis.org/events/donroe-doctrine-what-venezuela-means-china-russia-and-iran-state-play
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/us-foreign-policy
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/13/we-do-not-want-to-be-americans-greenlanders-fear-us-threat-to-annex


Title: Recalibrating U.S.–ROK Alliance: Strategic Priorities for 2026  

Description: In light of the Middle East escalation, U.S. and South Korean officials met today 
to ensure that regional defense in the Pacific remains stable despite the shift in focus.  

Link: CSIS 

9. Oil Market Volatility 
Title: Oil Dips as Investors Assess Iran Supply and Venezuelan Resumption  

Description: Energy markets fluctuated today as traders weighed the potential for renewed 
Iranian exports against the White House's plan to manage and redirect Venezuela’s vast crude 
reserves.  

Link: IIR Energy 

10. Diplomatic Fallout 
Title: Europe Should Prepare for Greenland’s Annexation and End of NATO  

Description: Security experts analyze a "worst-case" geopolitical alignment where the U.S. 
and Russia find common ground in territorial expansion, leaving the European Union 
increasingly isolated.  

Link: Al Jazeera 

 
 

https://www.csis.org/events/impossible-state-live-podcast-recalibrating-us-rok-alliance-strategic-priorities-2026
https://www.industrialinfo.com/news/article/iirs-january-12-market-scorecard-brings-you-breaking-geopolitical-news--351695
https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/13/europe-should-prepare-for-greenlands-annexation-and-end-of-nato-experts

