GLOBAL WATCH DAILY BRIEFING
BY KASWAR KLASRA

A remarkable theme links today’s geopolitical headlines: the tightening grip of strong states
over fluid crises, borders, and perceptions.

Iran’s abrupt airspace closure and a U.S. troop precaution in Qatar underscore how domestic
unrest can instantly spill across frontiers. In Washington, Trump is consolidating executive
power at home and abroad — from Venezuela war powers to mass visa suspensions — while
reframing conflicts like Ukraine through a transactional prism that unsettles allies.

Europe pushes back, rejecting U.S. Arctic ambition in Greenland, yet Canada’s diplomatic
thaw with China shows middle powers maneuver pragmatically rather than ideologically.

Asia feels the tremors in markets, symbolism, and infrastructure — India projecting military
confidence, Pakistan exposed to digital fragility, while global oil and tech react nervously to
presidential mood shifts. Together, these stories point to a world where alliances fluctuate,
uncertainty hardens, and states increasingly privilege leverage over norms.

Here are Top Ten News shaping the world Today:

1. Iran unexpectedly closes airspace amid U.S. tensions

Summary: Iran shut its commercial airspace for over four hours on Jan 15, disrupting flights
amid escalating tensions with the United States over nationwide protests. The closure raised
fears of potential military action, with airlines rerouting flights internationally.

Link: https://apnews.com/article/aleppo-clashes-kurdish-forces-evacuation-
d6095a865d35d94b491b6364b15b41ad

2- U.S. Senate backs Trump on Venezuela war powers resolution

Summary: The Senate rejected a war powers measure aimed at limiting Trump’s ability to
act militarily in Venezuela, with Vice President Vance casting a tiebreaking vote. The
administration continues engagement with Venezuelan interim leaders.

Link: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live/2026/jan/14/us-politics-live-latest-news-
updates-supreme-court-donald-trump-tariffs-jd-vance-greenland?utm_source=chatgpt.com

3- Trump administration’s Greenland acquisition plan sparks backlash

Summary: Denmark and EU partners rebuke U.S. efforts to acquire Greenland, calling the
proposal unnecessary and stressing respect for sovereignty; tensions with Washington
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escalate.

Link: https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2026/jan/14/denmark-greenland-us-latest-
news-updates-europe-live-trump?utm_source=chatgpt.com

4- Internet slowdown expected across Pakistan due to submarine cable
maintenance

Summary: Scheduled maintenance on international submarine cables may cause significant
internet slowdowns nationwide in Pakistan on Jan 15, affecting users’ connectivity and online
workflows.

Link: https://dunyanews.tv/en/Technology/929554-internet-slowdown-expected-across-
pakistan-on-january-15?utm_source=chatgpt.com

5- India celebrates 78th Army Day with parade in Jaipur

Summary: India commemorates Army Day on Jan 15 with a major parade in Jaipur, marking
the historic transition of military command to Indian leadership and showcasing modern
armed forces.

Link: https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/indian-army-day-parade-
2026-watch-jaipur-parade-livestreaming-here-timings-what-will-be-on-
display/articleshow/126537673.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com&from=mdr

6- Oil falls as Trump calms Iran fears; tech stocks slide in Asia

Summary: Oil prices dropped sharply on Jan 15 as President Trump’s remarks eased fears of
imminent U.S. military action against Iran, while Asian tech stocks slid amid broader market
volatility tied to global geopolitical risk perceptions.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/global-markets-wrapup-1-pix-2026-01-15/

7- 2. U.S. to suspend immigrant visa processing for 75 nations

Summary: The Trump administration announced it will halt immigrant visa processing for
applicants from 75 countries starting Jan 21, citing public-charge concerns — a move critics
say targets legal immigrants and could strain global diplomatic relations.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/us/us-suspend-visa-processing-75-nations-next-week-
fox-news-reports-2026-01-14/

8- Trump says Zelenskiy, not Putin, is holding up Ukraine peace deal

Summary: In an exclusive Reuters interview, President Trump controversially blamed
Ukrainian President Zelenskiy rather than Vladimir Putin for delays in brokering a peace
agreement, marking a significant shift from allied Western narratives.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/trump-says-zelenskiy-not-putin-is-holding-up-
ukraine-peace-deal-2026-01-15/
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9- China and Canada agree to reset diplomatic and trade ties

Summary: China and Canada signaled a willingness to deepen cooperation while addressing
differences over “interference,” with talks in Beijing focusing on trade and tariff issues — a
move seen as easing long-standing bilateral tensions.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-canada-move-reset-ties-carney-visits-
2026-01-15/

10- U.S. military personnel advised to evacuate key base in Qatar

Summary: Some U.S. and allied personnel at a major military base in Qatar were advised to
evacuate as Iran referenced a past attack on the facility amid ongoing tensions over Tehran’s
crackdown on protesters and U.S. threat responses.

Link: https://apnews.com/article/us-base-gatar-evacuation-iran-protests-
c15e0fa925abf2144edf6cd634d7c3a0
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