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The international order is entering a phase of high-stakes coercive diplomacy. Washington’s 

ultimatum regarding Greenland marks a shift where trade architecture is weaponized to 

achieve territorial sovereign objectives. Concurrently, "Agri-Geopolitics" is emerging as the 

primary driver of market volatility, with food security increasingly used as a tool of statecraft. 

Key Developments 

• U.S.-EU Standoff: President Trump has threatened 10–25% tariffs on eight NATO 

allies to force the acquisition of Greenland, citing national security and a "Nobel Prize 

snub". 

• Germany's Defense Pivot: Defense Secretary Dr. Nils Schmid visited HEIDELBERG 

to accelerate the integration of civilian industry into the defense sector, seeking 

"strategic autonomy" amid shifting U.S. guarantees. 

• Agri-Geopolitics: Australia’s 2026 outlook warns that government intervention, not 

market forces, now dictates commodity prices as China and the U.S. prioritize self-

sufficiency. 

• UK Soft Power: London launched a £40 billion "International Education Strategy" to 

deepen ties with the Global South. 

• North Korea: Kim Jong Un publicly dismissed Vice Premier Yang Sung Ho "on the 

spot" for economic "incompetence". 

Following are the news articles which are describing the world Today:  

1- Germany Ramps Up Defense Industrial Base at HEIDELBERG Site 

Summary: 

German Defense Secretary Dr. Nils Schmid visited the HEIDELBERG Wiesloch-Walldorf site 

today to accelerate the integration of civilian industrial capacity into NATO’s defense sector. 

The visit underscores Europe’s urgent "realpolitik" pivot toward self-reliance as U.S. security 

guarantees appear increasingly conditional.  

Link: WhatTheyThink 

2- Australia Braces for "Agri-Geopolitics" Amid Trade Volatility 

Summary: 

The 2026 Agri Commodities Outlook released today warns that government intervention, 

rather than supply and demand, now dictates global food prices. With China’s self-sufficiency 

drives and shifting U.S. import quotas, agricultural exports have become a primary tool of 

diplomatic coercion and statecraft.  

Link: Commonwealth Bank of Australia 

https://whattheythink.com/news/128969-defense-secretary-dr-nils-schmid-visits-heidelberg/
https://www.commbank.com.au/articles/newsroom/2026/01/global-tensions-agriculture-2026-outlook.html


3- UK Launches Global Education Strategy to Expand Soft Power 

Summary: 

The UK government today unveiled its "International Education Strategy 2026," aiming to 

grow education exports to £40 billion by 2030. The strategy is a core pillar of Britain’s post-

Brexit foreign policy, seeking to build long-term influence in the Global South through elite 

academic partnerships.  

Link: GOV.UK 

4- Trump Threatens Greenland Tariffs Following Nobel Snub 

Summary: 

US President Donald Trump has escalated his bid to acquire Greenland, threatening massive 

tariffs on European allies. Citing a lack of a Nobel Peace Prize as a reason to abandon "purely 

peaceful" thoughts, he insists US control of the Arctic territory is a global security necessity.  

Link: The Guardian 

5- North Korea’s Kim Jong Un fires vice premier, publicly rebukes officials 

Summary: 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un has fired a senior official tasked 
with economic policy and condemned “incompetent” party members, 
according to state media, in a rare public rebuke of officials in the 
secretive state. 

Link: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/20/north-koreas-kim-jong-un-fires-vice-

premier-publicly-rebukes-officials 

6- Venezuela: Four signs that the Trump-Rodríguez relationship is warming 

up 

Summary: 

More than two weeks after the stunning US raid on Caracas that led to the 
capture of Nicolás Maduro, the political confrontation over the future of 
Venezuela is rapidly coalescing around two leaders, both women, who 
represent different visions for their country: the acting president, Delcy 
Rodríguez, who stands for continuity, and opposition leader María Corina 
Machado, who seeks the restoration of democracy. 

Link: https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/19/americas/venezuela-trump-
delcy-rodriguez-relationship-latam-intl 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-uks-international-education-strategy-2026
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2026/jan/20/trump-administration-news-latest-updates
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/5/n-koreas-kim-oversaw-hypersonic-missile-tests-cites-geopolitical-crisis
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/20/north-koreas-kim-jong-un-fires-vice-premier-publicly-rebukes-officials
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/20/north-koreas-kim-jong-un-fires-vice-premier-publicly-rebukes-officials
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2026%2F01%2F15%2Famericas%2Fvenezuela-machado-rodriguez-trump-intl-hnk&data=05%7C02%7Cmichael.rios%40cnn.com%7Cf6e3dcded25e440d29e108de579de7ea%7C0eb48825e8714459bc72d0ecd68f1f39%7C0%7C0%7C639044532886915176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bakXVPgXN%2B9dqHmlK%2BishQi0R6H2K9Xthg546NOrUeI%3D&reserved=0
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/19/americas/venezuela-trump-delcy-rodriguez-relationship-latam-intl
https://edition.cnn.com/2026/01/19/americas/venezuela-trump-delcy-rodriguez-relationship-latam-intl


7- China calls for int'l efforts to prevent Japan from reverting to path of 

militarism 

Summary: A Chinese envoy on Monday called on the international community to jointly 

prevent Japan from reverting to "the old and pernicious path of militarism." 

Sun Lei, charge d'affaires of China's Permanent Mission to the United Nations, made the appeal 

at the first session of the Preparatory Committee for the UN Conference of Plenipotentiaries 

on Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Humanity. 

Link: https://english.news.cn/20260120/ac827cb6058b4c84a43178eb8ca412a6/c.html 
 

8- Russia-Ukraine war: List of key events, day 1,426 

Summary: 
 
Explosions have been reported in the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, amid warnings from the country’s 
air force that Russia had launched ballistic missiles early on Tuesday morning. 
Russia launched a barrage of drone attacks on Ukraine’s energy infrastructure, cutting off 
power in five regions across the country amid freezing temperatures, Ukrainian officials said. 
 
Link: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/20/russia-ukraine-war-list-of-key-events-day-
1426 
 

9- US invites Russia, Israel, Poland to Gaza ‘Board of Peace’ 
 
Summary: The White House on Monday extended invitations to leaders from Russia, 
Poland and Israel to join a so-called “Board of Peace” which aims to address global 
conflicts and manage governance and reconstruction efforts in Gaza. 
 
While others weigh participation, Central Asian leaders moved quickly to accept. The 
press secretaries of Kazakhstan President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev and Uzbekistan 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev confirmed their leaders’ readiness to join the board. 
 
Link: https://www.dawn.com/news/1967978/us-invites-russia-israel-poland-to-
gaza-board-of-peace 
 

10- Japanese Yen bulls seem hesitant amid political uncertainty, 
ahead of BoJ 

 
Summary:  
 
The Japanese Yen (JPY) remains on the front foot against its American counterpart through 
the Asian session on Tuesday and remains close to a one-week high, touched the previous 
day. Expectations that Japanese authorities would intervene to counter further weakness in 
the domestic currency continue to act as a tailwind for the JPY. Adding to this, rising 

https://english.news.cn/20260120/ac827cb6058b4c84a43178eb8ca412a6/c.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/20/russia-ukraine-war-list-of-key-events-day-1426
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/20/russia-ukraine-war-list-of-key-events-day-1426
https://www.dawn.com/news/1967978/us-invites-russia-israel-poland-to-gaza-board-of-peace
https://www.dawn.com/news/1967978/us-invites-russia-israel-poland-to-gaza-board-of-peace


geopolitical tensions over Greenland, along with renewed trade war fears, weigh on 
investors' sentiment and further underpin the JPY's safe-haven status. 
 
Link: https://www.fxstreet.com/news/japanese-yen-rises-as-intervention-fears-and-safe-
haven-flow-offset-political-uncertainty-202601200247  
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