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In 2026, South Asian stability is being reshaped by a volatile mix of transactional diplomacy 
and deteriorating regional security.  

President Donald Trump has centered his foreign policy legacy on "leader-to-leader" deal-
making, claiming his personal intervention averted a catastrophic nuclear exchange 
between India and Pakistan.  

While Trump cites this as a triumph over traditional multilateralism, New Delhi continues 
to resist third-party mediation, signaling a preference for bilateral autonomy. 
Simultaneously, India’s relations with Bangladesh have reached a critical juncture; the 
evacuation of diplomatic families following the "Gen Z" uprising highlights a deepening rift 
and a breakdown in regional security protocols.  

Compounding these tensions, the prospect of 100% US chip tariffs threatens to disrupt 
the technological infrastructure of South Asia, forcing regional powers to navigate a 
fractured global trade landscape defined by protectionism and high-stakes geopolitical 
brinkmanship. 

Here are top six news article shaping South Asia Today: 

 

1. Trump Cites South Asia as Example in Peace Record; Claims to Have Defused 

Nuclear Conflict  

summary:  

Speaking on his first anniversary back in the White House, President Donald Trump claimed 

credit for preventing a nuclear war between India and Pakistan. He stated that the two nations 

were "going at it" and that his personal intervention saved "10 to 20 million lives." While New 

Delhi has historically rejected third-party mediation, Trump used the South Asian context to 

criticize the UN's inefficiency and promote his leader-to-leader deal-making style as the new 

global standard for 2026.  

Link: https://ianslive.in/trump-cites-south-asia-as-an-example-in-peace-record--

20260121064504 

2. Asia News Network | Geopolitics & Security 

India Asks Families of All Diplomats Posted in Bangladesh to Return Home  

summary:  

Amid surging communal violence and political instability in Bangladesh following the 2025 

"Gen Z" uprising, the Indian government has issued a directive for the families of its diplomats 
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to evacuate the country. This move signals a significant breakdown in regional security and a 

deepening rift between New Delhi and the interim administration in Dhaka. The evacuation 

follows a string of targeted attacks on minorities and diplomatic tensions over India’s alleged 

sheltering of former regime members.  

Link: https://asianews.network/india-asks-families-of-all-diplomats-posted-in-bangladesh-to-

return-home-sources/ 

3. The Straits Times | Telecom & Global Trade 

South Korean President Lee Warns of Global Price Hikes if US Imposes 100% Chip 

Tariffs  

summary: President Lee Jae-myung addressed the global telecom and tech industry today, 

warning that proposed US tariffs of 100% on semiconductor imports would devastate global 

supply chains. As South Korean and Taiwanese firms hold a near-monopoly on high-end chips 

used in South Asian telecom infrastructure, Lee argued that these costs would be passed 

directly to consumers. The announcement has triggered emergency strategy meetings among 

South Asian telecom giants who rely heavily on East Asian silicon for 5G and satellite 

expansion.  

Link: https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/south-koreas-lee-plays-down-proposed-us-chip-

tariffs-warns-of-higher-prices 

4. Al Jazeera | Foreign Policy & Human Rights 

'Content to Die': Afghanistan’s Hunger Crisis Worsened by Winter and Global Aid Cuts  

summary:  

Afghanistan faces a catastrophic humanitarian collapse as the 2026 winter sets in. International 

aid agencies report that radical cuts in global funding—driven by shifting geopolitical priorities 

toward the Middle East and Ukraine—have left millions of Afghans without food or heating. 

The Taliban's continued exclusion from global financial systems and the recent IS-K attack on 

a Chinese restaurant in Kabul have further isolated the nation, making it a "black hole" in South 

Asian security and migration dynamics.  

Link: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/21/content-to-die-afghanistans-hunger-crisis-

worsened-by-winter-aid-cuts 

5. China demands Taliban protect its citizens after deadly Kabul blast 

Summary: 

In a formal representation to the Taliban administration, Beijing has demanded immediate 

measures to protect Chinese nationals following a deadly blast at a Kabul restaurant. The 

Islamic State (IS) claimed responsibility, explicitly citing China's treatment of Uyghur Muslims 

as the motive for targeting the establishment. 
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Link: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c5yvqx22dyvo 

 

6. India’s World (IndiasWorld.in) | Geopolitics & Defense 

Why India is Rethinking Its China Curbs Amid Regional Shift  

summary: A new report highlights a potential "recalibration" of India's stance on Chinese 

investment. Since the 2020 Galwan clash, India has restricted Chinese firms from government 

contracts worth $700 billion. However, as of January 2026, the need to balance national 

security with economic development imperatives is leading to high-level discussions about 

easing curbs in non-sensitive sectors to boost manufacturing. This shift is crucial as South 

Asian neighbors like Pakistan and Bangladesh move closer to a China-centric economic bloc.  

Link: https://indiasworld.in/why-india-is-reopening-the-door-to-chinese-firms/ 
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