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By Kaswar Klasra

Washington’s strategic posture sharpened as the Trump administration unveiled a recalibrated
defense and foreign-policy agenda spanning allies, adversaries, and trade partners.

The Pentagon’s 2026 National Defense Strategy prioritizes homeland defense and China
deterrence, signaling reduced forward commitments in Europe and Northeast Asia. U.S.
officials hinted at a narrower military role on the Korean Peninsula while urging allies to
shoulder greater burdens.

Transatlantic tensions resurfaced amid continued Russian strikes on Ukraine, complicating
diplomatic tracks involving Washington and Europe. Trump escalated economic pressure on
Canada with threats of punitive tariffs over Ottawa’s China engagement, underscoring a
hardening trade doctrine.

Meanwhile, U.S.—China competition extended beyond security, with scrutiny on technology,
military leadership turmoil in Beijing, and corporate diplomacy as Nvidia’s CEO engaged
Chinese regulators. Together, the developments reflect a U.S. foreign policy increasingly
defined by strategic selectivity, economic leverage, and great-power rivalry.

Here is the list of top ten news stories shaping U.S today:

n How the old and new U.S. defense strategies differ on traditional priorities

Description: AP News compares the Trump-era 2026 National Defense Strategy with the
Biden-era 2022 plan, showing shifts in approach to homeland defense, China, Russia, NATO,
and alliance burden-sharing. How the old and new US defense strategies differ on traditional
priorities (AP News)

2- US army says homeland, curbing China priorities; limited support for allies
40-word description: Al Jazeera highlights a shift in U.S. defense focus toward homeland
security and China deterrence, with reduced conventional support to allies under the new
strategy. US army says homeland, curbing China priorities; limited support for allies (Al
Jazeera)

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/24/us-army-says-homeland-curbing-china-priorities-
limited-support-for-allies

3- Pentagon foresees ‘more limited’ role in deterring North Korea
40-word description: Reuters reports the Pentagon’s new strategy envisions South Korea taking
primary responsibility for North Korea deterrence, freeing U.S. force posture for Indo-Pacific
priorities.


https://apnews.com/article/eeac59bd5748de279c20b6050b02d28a?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apnews.com/article/eeac59bd5748de279c20b6050b02d28a?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/24/us-army-says-homeland-curbing-china-priorities-limited-support-for-allies
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/24/us-army-says-homeland-curbing-china-priorities-limited-support-for-allies

Pentagon foresees ‘more limited’ role in deterring North Korea (Reuters)

4-  Pentagon Reveals 2026 Defense Strategy: 4 Key Takeaways
40-word description: Newsweek breaks down the key elements of the Pentagon’s 2026
National Defense Strategy, including shifts toward homeland defense and alliance burden-
sharing. Pentagon Reveals 2026 Defense Strategy: 4 Key Takeaways (Newsweek)

https://www.newsweek.com/pentagon-reveals-2026-defense-strategy-4-key-takeaways-
11411386

5- Massive’ Russian strikes on Ukraine hit negotiation table as well as people, Kyiv says
40-word description: The Guardian’s live coverage details intense Russian military strikes in
Ukraine and their impact on peace talks involving U.S. and European diplomatic efforts.

‘Massive’ Russian strikes on Ukraine hit negotiation table... (The Guardian)

6- Trump threatens Canada with 100% tariffs over its new trade deal with China
40-word description: AP News reports President Trump’s threat to impose full tariffs on
Canadian imports in response to Ottawa’s China trade agreement, escalating U.S.—Canada
economic tensions.

Trump threatens Canada with 100% tariffs over its new trade deal with China (AP News)

7- China investigating top general over serious violations, says defence ministry
40-word description: Reuters reports Beijing has launched a probe into senior PLA leaders
Zhang Y ouxia and Liu Zhenli amid sweeping military purges, with implications for U.S.—China
strategic competition.

China investigating top general over serious violations (Reuters)

8- Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang in Shanghai amid China regulatory headwinds
40-word description: Reuters covers Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang’s visit to Shanghai as the
company navigates regulatory scrutiny while awaiting market access for its Al chips in China.

Nvidia CEQO Jensen Huang in Shanghai amid China regulatory headwinds (Reuters)

9- US unveils national defence strategy to counter China in Indo-Pacific
40-word description: The Financial Times analyzes the U.S. National Defense Strategy’s focus
on countering China’s influence in the Indo-Pacific, emphasizing the “first island chain” and
alliance roles.

US unveils national defence strategy to counter China in Indo-Pacific (FT)

10- How the old and new U.S. defense strategies differ on traditional priorities
40-word description: ABC News also contrasts past and present defense strategies, highlighting
adjustments under the Trump administration toward strategic threats and global engagement.
How the old and new US defense strategies differ on traditional priorities (ABC News)


https://www.reuters.com/world/us/pentagon-foresees-more-limited-role-deterring-north-korea-2026-01-24/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.newsweek.com/pentagon-reveals-2026-defense-strategy-4-key-takeaways-11411386
https://www.newsweek.com/pentagon-reveals-2026-defense-strategy-4-key-takeaways-11411386
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/live/2026/jan/23/ice-immigration-protests-trump-minnesota-economic-blackout-latest-news?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://apnews.com/article/5079e910df071b45d2b16949efb8f11a?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-investigating-senior-military-officials-zhang-youxia-liu-zhenli-says-2026-01-24/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/nvidia-ceo-jensen-huang-shanghai-amid-china-regulatory-headwinds-2026-01-24/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ft.com/content/a0153971-1e92-4ff8-b603-e393e7b6c93f?utm_source=chatgpt.com

https://apnews.com/article/national-defense-strategies-2022-2026-
eeac59bd5748de279¢20b6050b02d28a
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