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The strategic landscape on January 26, 2026, reflects an accelerating convergence of military
pressure, diplomatic hedging, and economic anxiety across key global flashpoints. The U.S.
deployment of major naval assets to the Middle East underscores Washington’s intent to
deter Iran while reassuring uneasy regional partners. Yet moves by the UAE to restrict its
airspace for military action reveal growing reluctance among Gulf states to be drawn into
another open-ended confrontation. Meanwhile, Iranian-backed militias signaling readiness to
strike highlight Tehran’s continued reliance on proxy warfare to raise the cost of U.S.
pressure.

Beyond the battlefield, China’s outreach to Islamic nations through high-level diplomacy
suggests Beijing’s ambition to position itself as a stabilizing alternative power broker in a
turbulent region. Markets reacting sharply—pushing gold to record highs—signal investor
fear that geopolitical shocks could disrupt energy flows and global trade.

Together, these developments point to a world entering a more fragmented, risk-prone phase
of great-power competition.

e U.S. Carrier Lincoln Arrives in Middle East Amid Iran Tensions
The USS Abraham Lincoln and accompanying warships entered the Middle East to bolster
U.S. forces amid rising tensions with Iran as diplomatic and military pressure escalates.

https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/us-lincoln-carrier-arrives-central-command-
48977187

e Top Chinese Officials Hold Talks With OIC Secretary-General

In Beijing, China’s leadership met with the Organization of Islamic Cooperation’s head to
discuss regional security while Middle East tensions rise and U.S. military assets move
toward Iran.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/top-chinese-officials-hold-talks-with-oic-secretary-
general-2026-01-26/

e Iranian-Backed Militias in Iraq and Yemen Signal Attack Willingness
Iranian proxies like Kataib Hezbollah and Houthis threatened attacks as tensions with the

U.S. surged, raising concerns about regional conflict expansion.
https://apnews.com/article/e0a6b3c72775348c553ad 185af5bfb20

e Oil Little Changed as Supply Concerns Temper U.S. Disruptions
Oil markets held steady on Jan 26 as global supply worries and geopolitical risk premiums
tied to U.S.—Iran tensions kept investors cautious.

https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/oil-holds-onto-gains-iran-keeps-investors-edge-
2026-01-26/

¢ Gold Blasts Past $5,000 an Ounce, Dollar Sinks on Intervention Risk
Precious metals surged and the dollar weakened as geopolitical tensions, including potential
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intervention risks in the Middle East, shook global markets.
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/global-markets-global-markets-2026-01-26/

e UAE Bars Use of Its Airspace for Military Action Against Iran

The United Arab Emirates declared it would not permit its airspace or territory to be used for
hostile military efforts against Iran, signaling cautious regional positioning.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/uae-bars-use-its-airspace-military-action-against-
iran-2026-01-26/

e UN Rights Body Censures Iran’s ‘Brutal Repression’ of Protests

The U.N. Human Rights Council condemned Iran’s violent crackdown on protesters and
expanded an inquiry, spotlighting human rights concerns amidst geopolitical tension.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/un-human-rights-council-hold-emergency-
session-iran-document-shows-2026-01-20/

e Third Batch of Iranians Deported by U.S. to Return Home, Tasnim Reports

Tasnim News Agency reported that another group of Iranian nationals deported by the United
States is slated to return home, highlighting continued diplomatic strain.
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/third-batch-iranians-deported-by-us-return-home-
tasnim-reports-2026-01-26/

e Weekly News Bulletin on Turkey — Iran Relationship Analysis

A deep dive into ethnic and geopolitical dynamics involving Iranian Turks and how internal
instability in Iran could affect regional policy and minority groups.
https://www.institude.org/news-bulletins/weekly-news-bulletin-on-turkey-january-26-2026

e Israel Agrees to ‘Limited Reopening’ of Rafah Crossing After U.S. Pressure

Israel said it would partially reopen the Rafah crossing between Gaza and Egypt after U.S.
diplomatic efforts, an important move for humanitarian access.
https://www.arabnews.pk/node/2630567/middle-east
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