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Washington’s foreign policy posture on January 27 reflected a widening arc of strategic
pressure stretching from the Middle East to Europe and the Indo-Pacific. The deployment of
a U.S. aircraft carrier toward the Gulf underscored the administration’s readiness to deter Iran
amid economic freefall in Tehran and renewed nuclear warnings. At the same time,
Washington’s reported openness to territorial compromises in Ukraine hinted at fatigue with
a grinding war, even as NATO leaders stressed Europe’s continued dependence on U.S.
security guarantees.

Across Asia, Japan’s prime minister framed the Taiwan question as existential for the U.S.
alliance, highlighting how China’s rise is reshaping regional calculations. Meanwhile, the
India-EU trade pact signaled middle powers quietly hedging against unpredictable U.S. trade
policies, a trend reinforced by growing calls to “de-risk” from American economic
dominance.

Together, the developments point to a United States projecting military strength abroad while
grappling with eroding economic leverage and alliance anxieties at home.

Here are top ten news articles :

1. Gold rises as investors seek safety amid U.S. policy jitters

Description: Gold prices surged to near record highs as investors sought safe-haven assets
amid policy uncertainty from Washington, including tariff tensions with U.S. allies.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/business/gold-silver-rise-near-record-highs-lingering-safe-
haven-demand-2026-01-27/

2. Trump says he is raising tariffs on certain South Korean imports

Description: President Trump announced a hike on tariffs for South Korean autos,
pharmaceuticals, and lumber after Seoul delayed passing a trade-related legislative package,
complicating U.S.—South Korea economic relations.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/trump-says-he-is-raising-tariffs-certain-
south-korean-imports-25-2026-01-26/

3. Japan’s prime minister says US-Japan alliance would crumble if Tokyo
ignored Taiwan crisis

Description: Japanese PM Sanae Takaichi stated that Japan’s security alliance with the U.S.
would deteriorate if Tokyo failed to consider U.S. positions should a Taiwan conflict erupt,
reflecting broader U.S.—China tensions.
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Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/japan-us-alliance-would-crumble-if-tokyo-
ignored-taiwan-crisis-pm-takaichi-says-2026-01-27/

4. India and EU finalise landmark trade deal, PM Modi says

Description: India and the EU completed a historic trade agreement aimed at slashing tariffs
and boosting trade, seen as a strategic hedge amid shifting global trade dynamics including
U.S. tariff policies.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/india/india-eu-finalise-landmark-trade-deal-pm-modi-
says-2026-01-27/

5. World’s ‘middle powers’ de-risking from America

Description: Middle powers such as Canada and EU nations are diversifying economic ties
away from dependence on the U.S. following Greenland tariff tensions and unpredictable
U.S. policies.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/markets/worlds-middle-powers-de-risking-america-2026-01-
27/

6. China’s Xi says cooperation with Finland will uphold international order

Description: Chinese President Xi Jinping told Finland’s PM that China would work with
Helsinki to uphold a UN-centred system and promote multipolar global governance—a
stance implicitly countering U.S. influence.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/xi-says-china-finland-should-uphold-
international-system-advance-multipolar-2026-01-27/

7. U.S. links Ukraine security guarantees to possible peace deal requiring
Donbas concessions

Description: Reports indicate the U.S. has signalled to Ukraine that security guarantees
might depend on Kyiv agreeing to a peace deal that would involve territorial concessions in
the Donbas—a controversial approach to ending the Russia-Ukraine war.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/us-links-security-guarantees-ukraine-peace-
deal-ceding-donbas-ft-reports-2026-01-27/

8. EU lawmakers stall US-trade work in protest over Greenland
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Description: European Parliament negotiators postponed work on an EU-U.S. trade deal,
protesting President Trump’s Greenland acquisition attempt and tariff threats, delaying U.S.—
EU economic cooperation.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/business/european-parliament-suspends-work-eu-us-trade-
deal-after-trumps-repeated-2026-01-21/

9. UK’s Starmer heads to China to repair ties amid U.S. tensions

Description: British PM Keir Starmer embarked on a China visit to mend relations,
navigating strategic friction with the U.S., especially after disputes over Arctic policy and
Greenland.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/china/uks-starmer-heads-china-repair-ties-he-
navigates-tensions-with-us-2026-01-27/

10. UK, US, Germany and France urge adherence to ceasefire in Syria

Description: Western allies including the U.S. urged actors to uphold a ceasefire in Syria as
part of broader efforts to stabilize the Middle East, touching on regional security challenges
involving Russia, Iran, and various factions.

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/uk-us-germany-france-urge-adherence-
ceasefire-syria-2026-01-27/
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