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Geopolitical tensions sharpened as the United States escalated military posturing toward Iran,
deploying additional naval and air assets to the Middle East despite clear refusals from
regional partners, including Saudi Arabia and the UAE, to provide airspace support.
Washington’s strategy appears designed to combine coercive pressure with diplomatic
signaling, as President Trump publicly urged Tehran to negotiate while expanding U.S. force
presence. Iran, however, rejected claims it had sought talks, framing U.S. actions as
psychological warfare.

Beyond the Gulf, global fault lines continued to widen. Europe grappled with economic
uncertainty and security pressures linked to the Ukraine war, while U.S.—China trade frictions
deepened amid renewed protectionist measures. Russia consolidated its wartime posture, and
emerging markets from Brazil to Africa faced volatility tied to energy and commodity shifts.

The day underscored a broader trend: rising great-power competition increasingly
intersecting with regional crises, raising risks of miscalculation.

Here are top ten News article shaping U.S policy arcoss World Today.

1. Middle East worries over possible US strike on Iran one month after protests
began
AP News —Jan 28, 2026
A comprehensive update on U.S.—Iran tensions as Tehran reaches out to regional
powers to avoid conflict; Saudi Arabia and UAE oppose use of their airspace for
attacks on Iran.
& https://apnews.com/article/5f6¢b15275¢575cefbb81b41868a018a

2. US conducts military exercises in Middle East amid Iran tensions
Semafor — Jan 28, 2026
The likelihood of U.S. strikes on Iran increases as Washington deploys carrier strike
group and conducts readiness drills in the region.
@ https://www.semafor.com/article/01/28/2026/us-conducts-military-exercises-in-
middle-east-amid-iran-tensions

3. Turkey urges US to resolve Iran disputes one by one, says Iran ready for nuclear
talks
Reuters —Jan 28, 2026
Turkey calls for incremental U.S.—Iran negotiations starting with nuclear issues,
warning against foreign military action.
& https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-urges-us-resolve-iran-
disputes-one-by-one-says-iran-ready-nuclear-talks-2026-01-28/

4. TIran says it did not request negotiations with US
Reuters —Jan 28, 2026
Iran’s foreign minister denies initiating talks with the United States despite recent
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10.

Ends

U.S. pressure and rhetoric.

& https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/iran-says-it-didnt-request-
negotiations-with-us-foreign-minister-says-2026-01-28/

Morning Briefing: Jan. 28, 2026 (Global recap)

Anadolu Agency — Jan 28, 2026

A broad roundup including U.S. fleet deployment to Middle East, Saudi stance on
Iran, Putin—Syria talks, economic indicators, and India—EU trade deal conclusion.
@ https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/morning-briefing-jan-28-2026/3812702

U.S., Iran intensify rhetoric as another armada heads to Middle East

CGTN —Jan 28, 2026

Coverage of the U.S. naval deployment toward Iran with Trump urging an agreement
while signaling force readiness.

@ https://news.cgtn.com/news/2026-01-28/U-S-Iran-intensify-rhetoric-as-another-
armada-heads-to-Middle-East-1Kin2Z9hn56/p.html

Trump sends another ‘beautiful armada’ to Iran’s doorstep with plea for peace
Turkiye Today — Jan 28, 2026

U.S. President Trump describes a major naval force heading toward Iran while
expressing hope force won’t be needed.

& https://www.turkiyetoday.com/region/trump-sends-another-beautiful-armada-to-
irans-doorstep-with-plea-for-peace-3213653

‘Another beautiful armada floating toward Iran’: Donald Trump hopes Tehran
makes a deal amid rising tension

Times of India — Jan 28, 2026

Another regional angle on Washington’s strategy—pairing military pressure with
public diplomatic overtures.

@ https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/another-beautiful-armada-floating-
toward-iran-donald-trump-hopes-tehran-makes-a-deal-amid-rising-
tension/articleshow/127669610.cms

Live — Iran military rhetoric rises as Trump talks up US armada

Iran International — Jan 28, 2026

Real-time blog covering rising tensions, diplomatic touches, and comments from U.S.
and Iranian officials.

@ https://www.iranintl.com/en/liveblog/202601258930

Morning Briefing: Jan. 28, 2026 (Repeat reference for broad geopolitical context)
Anadolu Agency —Jan 28, 2026

Captures global developments involving U.S. foreign policy, Saudi Arabia, Russia,
Ukraine war updates, EU relations, and India—EU trade pact within one brief.

& https://www.aa.com.tr/en/world/morning-briefing-jan-28-2026/3812702
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