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On January 29, 2026, the United States finds itself navigating converging domestic pressures 

that are reshaping political and economic fault lines. The Federal Reserve’s decision to keep 

interest rates unchanged at 3.50–3.75 percent underscores a central bank trying to balance 

persistent inflation and a still-fragile labor market with emerging political interference.  

Fed Chair Jerome Powell described the economy as “solid,” but inflation remains above 

target and job growth has slowed, prompting policymakers to adopt a cautious 

“data-dependent” posture rather than yield to external demands for aggressive cuts.  

This monetary backdrop coincides with a sharp collapse in U.S. consumer confidence, which 

tumbled to its lowest level since 2014, according to the Conference Board. Americans cited 

inflation, weak job prospects, and political uncertainty as core drivers of their pessimism.  

Justice and civil liberties were also central themes:  

Federal enforcement actions in Minneapolis have drawn national scrutiny. A Reuters report on 

January 29 revealed a tactical shift within U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

(ICE) in Minnesota amid mounting backlash following fatal shootings during immigration 

operations. Officials instructed agents to limit engagements to individuals with criminal 

records—a tacit acknowledgment of the political and legal cost of aggressive enforcement.  

The confluence of economic unease and contentious immigration policy has amplified 

polarization. Tensions between the Trump administration’s enforcement priorities and 

judicial constraints have energized local political opposition and civil rights litigation. 

Meanwhile, mixed signals from the labor market—stagnant job creation in December 

alongside claims of stabilization—exacerbate public anxiety, complicating the policy calculus 

for regulators and lawmakers alike.  

In this volatile environment, the U.S. faces a test of institutional resilience: preserving central 

bank independence, managing public confidence shaken by inflation and slow job gains, and 

navigating deep societal rifts over immigration enforcement. The January 29 headlines reflect 

not isolated events but a deeper struggle over the U.S. economic narrative and political 

legitimacy as the nation heads toward 2026’s pivotal policy debates and elections. 

Here are top ten news articles shaping the U.S Today:  

1) Exclusive: ICE officers in Minnesota directed not to interact with 

'agitators' in new orders 

Description: New internal guidance from U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

limits officers in Minnesota to targeting immigrants with criminal charges, shifting tactics 

after fatal shootings and backlash in Minneapolis. 



Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/ice-officers-minnesota-directed-not-interact-with-

agitators-new-orders-2026-01-29/  

 

2) ICE ends enhanced enforcement activities in Maine, US senator says 

Description: Immigration and Customs Enforcement has halted enhanced operations in 

Maine, according to U.S. Senator Susan Collins, signaling a pullback from large-scale ICE 

activities — though routine enforcement will continue. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/us/ice-ends-enhanced-enforcement-activities-maine-

us-senator-says-2026-01-29/  

 

3) US vaccine changes lead some parents to question other newborn care 

Description: Federal changes to vaccine policy under HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

are prompting increased hesitation among some parents toward broader newborn care, 

according to pediatricians nationwide. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/us-vaccine-changes-lead-some-parents-

question-other-newborn-care-2026-01-29/  

 

4) Investors bet on later Fed cuts to support markets after pause 

Description: After the Federal Reserve’s decision to hold interest rates steady, investors are 

positioning for potential rate cuts later in 2026 to support financial markets amid mixed 

economic signals. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/business/investors-bet-later-fed-cuts-support-markets-after-

pause-2026-01-29/  

 

5) Americans' confidence in the U.S. economy falls sharply in January to 

lowest level since 2014 

Description: U.S. consumer confidence dropped steeply in January 2026 to its weakest since 

2014, with major concerns about inflation, job availability, health insurance affordability, and 

broader economic uncertainty. 

Link: https://apnews.com/article/f36b997dc46ac9c3577d05db52166846  

 

6) FBI searches Atlanta election office, chasing Trump 2020 vote fraud claims 

Description: FBI agents executed a search warrant at Fulton County’s election office in 

Georgia connected to false claims of widespread fraud in the 2020 election, underscoring 
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continued legal and political conflict involving former President Trump. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/us/fbi-executing-search-warrant-election-office-

georgia-related-2020-vote-fox-news-2026-01-28/  

(Published Jan. 28 in UTC but counted in U.S. news cycles on Jan. 29 local time.) 

 

7) Fed holds rates unchanged, sees 'elevated' inflation and stabilizing job 

market 

Description: The Federal Reserve kept its benchmark interest rate unchanged, citing 

persistent inflationary pressures above target and a job market that shows signs of stabilizing 

amid economic uncertainties. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/business/fed-expected-hold-rates-steady-rate-cut-pause-

begins-2026-01-28/  

(Effective Jan. 29 economic coverage.) 

 

8) Italy’s Winter Games security plan keeps US ICE in advisory role 

Description: Italy announced a security plan for the 2026 Winter Olympics that will feature 

U.S. ICE personnel in an advisory capacity, a notable development in how American 

agencies are positioned overseas. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/sports/italy-sets-security-plan-milancortina-2026-says-us-ice-

staff-not-ground-2026-01-28/  

 

9) Global shares trade mixed and gold jumps after the Fed keeps rates 

unchanged 

Description: Major global markets reacted to the U.S. Federal Reserve’s decision to stand 

pat on interest rates, with mixed stock performance and safe-haven gold prices rising; U.S. 

shares were poised slightly higher. 

Link: https://apnews.com/article/stock-markets-dollar-gold-fed-

2a3715ff96ba5c10b97c49e04ad9f8ec  

 

10) Russia urges US-Iran talks, warns against use of force 

Description: Although focused on foreign policy, this Reuters piece has significant U.S. 

domestic political relevance, highlighting international pressure and diplomatic context for 

U.S. policy toward Iran. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/russia-urges-us-iran-talks-warns-against-use-force 

2026-01-29/  
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