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January 2026 was a critical month across South Asia, with security, politics, and economic 

developments shaping the regional landscape. Pakistan’s armed forces reported killing 92 

allegedly Indian-backed terrorists in Balochistan, thwarting a major attack and 

safeguarding the province from destabilization, highlighting Islamabad’s focus on internal 

security and counterterrorism. In Pakistan’s northwest, fears of military operations displaced 

tens of thousands, underscoring ongoing humanitarian challenges. 

Bangladesh entered a pivotal political phase as campaigning began for the first election after 

Sheikh Hasina’s ouster, testing democratic resilience. Economic reports signaled growth 

across East and South Asia, with India projected to expand rapidly, including aerospace 

developments adding 3,290 jets over the next two decades. 

Cultural, environmental, and sporting events also drew attention, from reproductive 

healthcare barriers to threats to migratory birds, and preparations for the ICC T20 World 

Cup 2026, culminating in the high-profile India–Pakistan fixtures. 

Overall, January emphasized South Asia’s complex interplay of security, governance, 

economy, and cultural diplomacy. 

 

List of Top 10 South Asia Articles — January 2026 

 

1. Campaigning Begins in Bangladesh After Hasina’s Ouster 

Description: Political mobilization ramps up in Bangladesh ahead of a major election, testing 

democratic resilience and regional dynamics. 

Link: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/1/22/campaigning-begins-in-bangladesh-for-

first-election-after-hasinas-ouster  

2. Pakistan, South Asia to Add 3,290 Jets Over Next 20 Years 

Description: Boeing forecasts explosive growth in the aviation sector, reflecting dynamic 

economic expansion and connectivity. 

Link: https://www.reuters.com/world/india/boeing-sees-india-south-asia-adding-3290-jets-

over-next-20-years-2026-01-28/  
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3. Tens of Thousands Flee Northwest Pakistan Over Fears of Military 

Operation 

Description: Displacement crisis in Pakistan underscores ongoing security and humanitarian 

challenges. 

Link: https://apnews.com/article/afed17b931a5ee402b2138cfbceeedb6  

4. East and South Asia Maintain Solid Growth Prospects Despite Uncertainty 

Description: UNESCAP reports resilient regional economic outlook amid global headwinds. 

Link: https://www.unescap.org/news/east-and-south-asia-maintain-solid-growth-prospects-

despite-heightened-uncertainty-says-un  

5. T20 World Cup 2026 Stadiums: India vs Pakistan and Final Venues 

Description: Preparations and key locations for the highly anticipated cricket tournament. 

Link: https://www.aljazeera.com/sports/2026/1/31/icc-t20-world-cup-2026-cricket-stadiums-

india-vs-pakistan-final-venue  

6. Is South Asia Becoming Inhospitable for Migratory Birds? 

Description: Environmental degradation threatens critical flyways, highlighting climate 

pressures. 

Link: https://news.mongabay.com/2026/01/is-south-asia-becoming-inhospitable-for-

migratory-birds/  

7. India Hosts Arab Foreign Ministers to Deepen Strategic Ties 

Description: New Delhi strengthens diplomatic links with the Arab world, expanding its 

geopolitical footprint. 

Link: https://apnews.com/article/84954ebd81c7881f4e99cb28e49570b4  

8. Cultural Stigma Major Barrier to Reproductive Care 

Description: Health inequities persist in South Asian communities, hindering access to 

essential services. 

Link: https://indicanews.com/cultural-stigma-remains-major-barrier-to-reproductive-care-

for-south-asian-patients-fertility-expert-says/  

9. What’s the Format and Full Schedule for T20 World Cup 2026? 

Description: Teams, groups, and match details for the upcoming cricket event. 

Link: https://www.aljazeera.com/sports/2026/1/30/whats-the-format-and-full-match-

schedule-of-the-t20-world-cup-2026  

10. India Economic Outlook, January 2026 
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Description: Analysis of India’s economic resilience and prospects amid regional shifts. 

Link: https://www.deloitte.com/us/en/insights/topics/economy/asia-pacific/india-economic-

outlook.html  
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